Smith, Turner & Reeves
L egislative Report

L egislative Report 04-1
DATE: February 6, 2004
Note: This report & for filings through January 31, 2004. This report goplies to the review of bills

referred to the Public Utility Committees of the House and Senate, and to the review of other bills as
numericaly filed through HB721 and SB2405.

Actions of the House of Representatives

Billsreferred to the Public Utilities Committee

House Bill 385 — HB385 would provide that notice may be given by publication in alocal newspaper
when a public improvement didrict is issuing a certificate of public convenience in an uncertificated
area.

Satus — Active

House Bill 443 — HB443 is to extend the repeder on training requirements a funding of training for
emergency telecommunications until June 30, 2006.

Satus — Active

House Bill 546 — HB546 would require audits of any natura gas didtricts created by the legidature.
Satus - Active

Other Bills

House Bill 123 — HB123 is known as the Anti- Spam Act, and would create crimina pendtiesfor use
of acomputer network to distribute unsolicited bulk e-mall of specified volumes.

Status - Active, referred to Judiciary B Committee
House Bill 132 — HB132 would establish laws prohibiting Cyberstalking, defined as harassing, darming

or following an individud using dectronic communications devices, which include telephones, cdlular
phones and computers.



Satus - Active, referred to Judiciary B Committee

House Bill 144 — HB144 would prohibit the holder of a temporary or ntermediate driver's license
from usng acdl phone while operating a motor vehicle.

Satus - Active, referred to Transportation Committee

House Bill 158 — HB158 would prohibit the use of cellular phones while driving unless usng a hands:
free device.

Satus - Active, referred to Trangportation Committee

House Bill 179 — HB179 is to be known as the “Good Faith Employment Act”. The Act would
abolish employment at will and require that decisons to fire employees be made for good faith business
reasons only. The bill defines good faith reasons and provides for a probationary period in which
provisons of the act do not apply

Satus - Active, referred to Labor Committee

House Bill 180 — HB180 would require Missssppi employers to provide wages no kss than 15%
above the Federal minimum wage.

Satus - Active, referred to Labor and Ways and Means Committees

House Bill 195 — HB195 would diminate the discount alowed in connection with collecting and filing
sdes and use tax returns.

Satus — Active, referred to Ways and Means Committee

House Bill 203 — HB203 would exempt overtime compensation from gross income for income tax
purposes.

Satus - Active, referred to Ways and Means Committee

House Bill 220 — HB220 would increase the rate of state income tax by adding a six% bracket for al
taxable income in excess of $15,000.

Satus - Active, referred to Ways and Means Committee

House Bill 299 — HB1467 would authorize counties to levy a ses tax.



Satus - Active, referred to Ways and Means Committee



House Bill 319 — HB319 provides that sate laws regulating the use of cell phones while driving would
preempt any local ordinance for the same purpose.

Satus - Active, referred to Transportation Committee

House Bill 321 — HB321 would authorize counties to establish and support a 911 telephone system
which would warn users of emergency Stuations by placing a computerized telephone call.

Satus - referred to County Affairs Committee

House Bill 364 — HB364 an act which provides that non profit gas districts would not be responsible
for the cost of the remova or relocation of lines or facilities on Sate right of ways, and that the State
Trangportation Department would be responsible for the costs of such remova or relocation

Satus - referred to Transportation Committee

House Bill 702 — HB702 would creste a misdemeanor offense of causng a motor vehicle accident
while usng a cdlular telephone or Smilar device.

Satus— Active, referred to Judiciary B Committee

Actions of the Senate

Billsreferred to the Public Utilities Committee

Senate Bill 2041 — SB2041 would redtrict local zoning regulations of antennae of amateur radio
operators.

Satus - Active
Senate Bill 2286 — SB2286 would require audits of any naturd gas didricts created by the legidature.
Satus— Active

Senate Bill 2355 — SB2355 isto extend the repedler on training requirements a funding of training for
emergency telecommunications until June 30, 2006.

Satus — Active



Other Bills

Senate Bill 2169 — SB2169 would prohibit utilities (only described in the bill as eectricity, water or
naturd gas) from making connections to a home with an individud sawage collection system without
prior written gpprova of the Missssppi Department of Health.

Satus — Active, referred to Public Hedlth and Welfare, and Environmental Protection Committees
Senate Bill 2375 — SB2375 would prohibit the disposa of cdllular telephones as solid waste.

Status — Active, referred to Environmenta Protection Committee



